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Bob Lynn is a 30-year Rotarian and a past Rotary district governor in Louisiana. He and his wife, Dr. Bonnie Lynn, live in Duluth, Georgia and are the parents of two children and five future Rotarian grandchildren. 

Lynn came to poetry through an unusual path. When he was president of Louisiana College he would need to address the student body from time to time. He noticed that the students did not always respond well to speeches. This always seemed to be a convenient time for sleeping or writing letters home – so he went on to write fifteen poems that contained the substance of what he wanted to communicate to the students.  This was wildly accepted by the students who believed they had converted Lynn to their medium of communication.

As a past Rotary District Governor he was asked to address a Rotary Conference on the ideals that were central to Rotary. Lynn wrote about twenty original poems to capture and express these. He subsequently added about twenty poems that focus on Rotary themes to those. These were published in his book, “Service Yields Its Own Rewards”. Presentations and reading from this have been given by Lynn to over forty Rotary Clubs. The purpose of Lynn’s new book is to articulate poetically the concepts that have made Rotary the international force that it is today. 
He a prizewinning poet, a member of the North Carolina Poetry Society, the author of over 400 poems, the editor of The Reach of Song, the annual poetry anthology of the Georgia Poetry Society.

Following are excerpts from poems read by Lynn to the Highlands Rotary.
Service Yields Its Own Rewards

Most will never grasp why we’re consumed with service.


Its wages abysmal, benefits non-existent;


You can’t dispense it in any land or time without sacrifice.


I have discovered that service yields its own rewards,


Sows within its selfless actions seeds of joy,


Grants enduring nobility to servants of others…


Just knowing that you



-helped a person recover, eat, gain dignity, have hope;


-enabled crops to grow, water to flow, serum to heal;



-spread peace across an alarmingly hostile globe;



-enlarged a mind, handed a boy a future, a girl a life;



-built a habitat, mentored a child, clothed a family;



-focused away from self, layering years to life;



-lent to killing a disease, shaping young peacemakers;

Excerpts from the next poem Lynn read, which he wrote in couplets where the first line of a couplet is superior to the second. It is based on the Rotary motto Service Above Self.
Service Above Self.

Serving the less fortunate above


serving my own kind.


Serving customers above



serving my business


Watering the plant of kindness over



tilling the weeds of selfishness.


Modeling the grace of generosity over



living in the clutches of greed.


Aggressively serving others, not



waiting to be pampered.


Embodying “Service Above Self”, not



“Me and mine, first in line.”

Lynn’s next selection was a poem titled, “Is It Fair to All Concerned?” Lynn based this poem on the word game, Twenty Questions and Rotary’s second item in the Rotary Four Way Test: Is it fair to all concerned. Here are excerpts from that poem.
Is It Fair To All Concerned?


Do I play by the rules?


Does it favor one group or person over another?



Is this action being enacted in anger?



Will each person impacted consider the decision fair?



Would my mother have approved?



Have I used a label which I would resent?



Is it fair to those who went before, to future generations?



Who will be hurt by this decision?



Would my conscience approve?


“Cancer Is So Limited” was written by Lynn in response to learning of a friend diagnosed with terminal cancer. This poem is often referenced and often read. Excerpts from the poem:
Cancer Is So Limited

Can cancer conquer you?



I doubt it, for the strengths I see in you have



nothing to do with cells and blood and muscle.


For cancer is so limited---



It cannot cripple love,



It cannot shatter hope,



It cannot corrode faith,



It cannot kill friendship,



It cannot silence courage,



It cannot invade the soul,



It cannot quench the spirit,



It cannot cancel resurrection.


The above poems were read by Bob Lynn and are from his book, “Service Yields Its Own Rewards” – Living Poetry on Rotary Themes.

