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Introduced by Rotarian Commissioner Brian McClellan, the Rotary Club of Highlands welcomed Highlands School Principal Brian Jetter. 
Well known as a football player for the Florida Gators and Atlanta Falcons, Jetter graduated from the University of Florida where he earned his B.A.and M.A.in English. His career encompassed working as a teacher and vice-principal in Gainesville Florida for twenty years. He then was appointed as Principal of Columbia High School in Lake City Florida for 3 years. Following this, he became an Assistant Superintendant and Principal in Georgia. He was appointed Director of Operations for the Thomasville City school system in 1999. Jetter had many responsibilities including finance, budgeting, purchasing, transportation, maintenance, crisis management, safety and risk management. His hobbies include golf, (when time allows) writing music, and playing guitar. School Superintendant Frank Yeager stated that “a good principal makes all the difference to a school’s outlook and achievements, and Mr. Jetter has been a successful principal in all his previous jobs.”
Jetter gave an informative talk about the upcoming projects and improvements to Highlands School.

Highlands School has approximately 400 students. It’s one of only five K12 schools in the State, the reason being mostly economic. This summer upgrades to the school are planned, and for this he gave special thanks to Rotarians Brian McClellan, Hank Ross, and Jeff Weller for their help in achieving this. He announced that some projects are already underway. The old gym is being re-roofed and the green edges will match the new gym. The entrance to the school will become a covered entrance. This requires a considerable amount of work to be done. It will be necessary to move the sign and flagpole and all the concrete will be redone. Jetter states that the whole entrance will be pretty impressive when it is finished and children will no longer have to run to buses in the rain.  Projects will start in earnest when school gets out and is expected to be finished before it stats again in fall.
 New bathrooms are planned at the school. There will be two new bathrooms. One set of bathrooms will be off the old gym and near the foyer of the building. The present bathrooms will be gutted down to the cement floors. By adding these bathrooms out from the building, the elementary teachers’ workroom will have double the space which is something they really need. Adding a handicapped assessable bathroom with new fixtures on the side of the soccer field will enable spectators to use the bathrooms from the outside. This project will start just before the end of school and will take until October to finish.

The new regulation soccer field will not be available for use until next spring as trucks will be going across the field with the installation of the new bathrooms. Unfortunately it won’t be ready for the boys’ season this year, but is expected to be ready for the girls’ season next spring. 
At question time, Jetter said he is optimistic about economics not having a large impact on funding for projects for K12 schools. He does expect cuts of 5-7%, which is not as bad as it could be. 
