Rotary Report
by Jodie Cook


Highlands Rotarian Eric NeSmith introduced Rita Gregory and Yvonne Price with the Basic Skills Department of Southwestern Community College to speak about literacy, continuing education and the role of SCC in these areas. 


Southwestern Community College in Franklin began operations in 1964 as a community college. After World War II the GI Bill was established for veterans, however there were many veterans who did not qualify for the free college education being offered by the government.  The community college program came about to close this gap. 


SCC offers a range of services from basic literacy, math and writing to GED’s (high school graduate equivalency degrees) to courses leading to placement at Western North Carolina University.  As a community college, there is not any charge for attending or taking courses at SCC. 


Students at SCC are as diverse as its curriculum. Elderly students can be found learning to read and write, often in one-on-one sessions and parents with masters degrees taking math courses to help their children with high school algebra can be found at the other end of the hall. Employers will send employees to SCC to learn the math or reading skills necessary to help them in their jobs. English as a Second Language (ESL) is taught and there are a number of students whose native language is Japanese, Chinese, Indian, etc. who are enhancing their English skills.


In a national survey of community colleges SCC was ranked fourth by The Washington Monthly, an educational review magazine. The State of North Carolina gave a rating of excellent to SCC, which was one of only 7 of the 58 community colleges in NC to receive this rating.

Price continued that an important focus of SCC is GED’s. North Carolina has 25% of all high school students not receiving a degree. More jobs require a high school diploma or equivalent as a condition of employment. One of the causes of students not completing high school is motivation, she explained. The perceived value of education in this country has declined and motivation to obtain a high school diploma is lacking. 


Called upon by Price to address GED classes in the Highlands area, Rotarian Zach Claxton, a volunteer GED teacher, explained that the GED classes at the Peggy Crosby Center have about a 14% success record – measured as the number of students entering the GED program to the number receiving a GED. Enrollment in the program at PCC has increased from 3 students a few years ago to 18 today and Claxton expects the success rate to substantially increase as competition in the job market increases.

The appeal that Price and Gregory made for SCC was to individuals, relatives, friends and employers of those who have math, reading or writing deficiencies, do not have a high school diploma and those who just want to learn an educational skill beyond their current level. 


Many teachers at SCC are retired people who volunteer their skills – there is also an established faculty. The spectrum of offerings at SCC is impressive and diverse. Whether you are looking to learn that something you missed along the way or looking to volunteer to help others SCC maintains an excellent website at www.southwesterncc.edu.
