Rotary Report
by Jodie Cook

On April 18th an Honor Air Flight departed from Asheville with twelve WWII veterans from the Highlands – Franklin area along with four Honor Air Guardians from the Rotary Club of Highlands. Just over two weeks later Highlands Rotary brought these same Veterans to its meeting in Highlands for a photo tour of their trip presented by Slocum Howland and Eric NeSmith who had taken many pictures of the Honor Air trip to Washington, DC. 


The Rotary Club of Highlands sponsored the Honor Air flight for these Veterans following the Honor Air tradition that it would not cost a dime for the WWII Veteran to see the WWII Memorial.   


Much has been said, written and televised about Honor Air but the words of the Highlands Rotarians who went were simple: It was a moving experience that you will never forget. For every three veterans on an Honor Air Flight there is a Guardian who travels at their own expense to provide assistance. The Guardians from Highlands Rotary were Slocum Howland, Dennis (Doc) Wilson, Bert McCall and Sue Blair.

The chartered Honor Air flight left Asheville with a salute from fire fighters who arched columns of water over the plane in what was to be a preview of the day. Banners, flags, The Women’s Auxiliary of the American Legion, several hundred people and a band greeted the Vets in Washington in a hero’s welcome. The ground crew t-shirts had Will Rogers’ quote - We can’t all be heroes; some of us get to stand on the curb and clap as they go by. Chartered buses with a police escort took the one hundred sixty three Vets to the WWII Memorial that faces the Lincoln Memorial across the length of the Memorial’s Reflecting Pool.


The Honor Air Vets were met at the WWII Memorial by former Sen. Bob Dole and his wife, former NC Sen. Elizabeth Dole. Sen. Bob Dole, a WWII vet himself, has met every Honor Air Flight.

The Memorial, completed in 2004, is dedicated to honor the Greatest Generation – those men and women who fought and sacrificed in the service of our country in WWII. All fifty states are recognized and dedication is made to those who served in the Atlantic or Pacific Theaters of WWII. 

Throughout their tour of the Lincoln Memorial, The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, the Korean War Memorial and the Vietnam Memorial these veterans were welcomed and thanked by many for today’s freedom which were preserved by their efforts.
Veterans on this Honor Air Flight were: Ruthie & Wm Allen “Bummy” Bumgardner, JC Gilbert, Bidd Burton, Tommy Ramsey, David Rohrer, Clyde Blue, Allen “Buck” Trott, Joe Foreman, Roy Ramsey, John Moore and Fred Slagle.
