Rotary Report
by Jodie Cook

As Rotary Archivist or Historian, Rotarian Eric NeSmith records what the Rotary Club of Highlands did in its last Rotary Year, July through June. The history NeSmith collected, organized and presented is a composite of news articles, press releases, the Rotary Report, photographs of Rotary events, donations and activities and Thank You notes. 


The Power-Point photo tour displayed many of the twenty seven donations totaling over $45,000 from Highlands Rotary to a spectrum of community needs and to national organizations such as the American Cancer Society, Shelter Box USA and Susan G. Komen. Over half of Rotary’s donations go, directly or indirectly, to children and youth programs in the Highlands area. The Academic and Athletic Banquets, Highlands School’s teachers, Scouting, HCCDC, New Century Scholars, Literacy, Girls Clubhouse, Rotary Interact, Highlands School Scholarships and Shop With A Cop are some of these donations. 

Arts in Highlands such as Highlands Cashiers Players, Highlands Cashiers Chamber Music and the Performing Arts Center receive financial support from Highlands Rotary. Winter Heating Assistance and the Food Pantry are also area needs that receive support from Rotary. 


HonorAir and The Special Operations Warrior Foundation both recognize the sacrifice of others for our freedoms today, benefit from Highlands Rotary donations. PolioPlus, on the cusp of eliminating polio worldwide, has substantial support from Highlands Rotary through

donations to the Rotary Foundation and donations to District 7670, to join with thousands of other Rotaries in partnership with The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to eliminate polio. 


As the photo tour of this past year continued, NeSmith showed the avenues of revenue that fund Rotary support and donations. A significant portion of funding comes from Sponsorships. Sponsorships are donations made by Rotarians, friends of Rotary and many Highlands’ businesses. Community events such as Rotary Monte Carlo Night, The 4th of July Barbeque, Highlands Rotary Club Golf Tournament and Rotary Bingo reach to the Highlands community and Highlands businesses for money - giving fun, a sense of contributing and friendship in return. Other sources of revenue for Highlands Rotary projects are the Horace Duncan Rotary Scholarship Fund, the Stacey Russell Scholarship Fund, Rotary’s weekly Meeting Door Prize Fundraiser, Bucket Donations and money given by individual Rotarians for specific purposes.

Lastly, the photo tour visited Rotary and Rotarians in the community. Halloween Crossing Guards, Santa and the Christmas Parade, Literacy, Home Delivered Meals are among many other community needs served by Rotarians.   

From the photo essay it was easy and entertaining to see that the Rotary Club of Highlands is part of a wonderful community called Highlands. 
