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Kids4Peace brings twelve children, 11-12 years old, boys and girls from Israel and Palestine who represent three different faiths to join with twelve children from North Carolina – their “peace pals” at Camp Henry in Waynesville, NC to learn about each other’s religion, customs and, as kids, about each other. 

Rev. Brian Sullivan, Rector of the Church of the Incarnation in Highlands and member of the Rotary Club of Highlands, spoke to Rotary about last year’s Kids4Peace program and this year’s plans for Kids4Peace which will be July 15th thru July 26th. 

Earlier this year there were doubts as to whether there would be a Kids4Peace program because of the Gaza Strip Conflict which ended January 18th. Three weeks after the conflict ended, communications were re-established and planning began, showing that this would be one of few peace programs to survive. 

The twelve children from Jerusalem are composed of four Israelis, four Palestinian Christians and four Muslims. The North Carolina Director for Kids4Peace is Rev. Sullivan who was joined by the Jerusalem Director and three advisors: Jewish, Christian and Muslim. A facilitator from The Mountain, Christy Kelly, and possibly a woman from the UN who’s doing a peace program will complete the team. 


As was the case last year, food is a major issue. Kosher food must be selected and prepared according to the “Law” which means it must be stored and handled in equipment that has not been used with non-Kosher food. 


The co-ed profile of the twelve children from the Mid East and NC presents an array of difficulties. Because the children are under 13 swimming co-ed at Camp Henry is allowed but many of the children have never been swimming and none of the children have been swimming in a group with girls and boys. 


At the beginning of their stay at Camp Henry there will be a Community Covenant where not only plans for the week will be discussed with the children but conflict resolution or how disagreements may be settled. The children from the Mid East who often live in an environment of fear, distrust and danger don’t see resolution along the same lines as the NC children and agreements to bridge differences must occur. 


A profound experience, that Rev. Sullivan observed, was the children watching each other pray – each religion having its own customs – from a prayer mat, to kneeling in a pew to the reading of the Torah. “Kids4Peace also affects adults,” Rev. Sullivan added with a smile.

The Kids4Peace experience will have changed the lives of these kids forever because they no longer see each other as enemies but as friends separated by history and politics. A story often told involves an Israeli family and Muslim family who had tea together after the children returned from Kids4Peace. The children asked to go to the Jerusalem West Wall to pray together. The fathers looked at each other knowing this wasn’t possible because of the Law but agreed to try. The next day their fathers were asking the guards for permission which was being denied. The guards and fathers then looked to find the children who were praying together at the Wall of Prayer. 


The kids who were in earlier Kids4Peace programs are now, one way or another, as required, in the military and the hope is that they will see beyond the uniforms and see a person who was or could be their friend.
