Rotary Report

By Jodie Cook

Highlands-Cashiers Chamber Music Festival commenced its Twenty-Eighth Season on Sunday, July 5th with The Eroica Trio – Solo! Erika Nickrenz’s piano solo led to violinist, Susie Park in solo and cellist Sara Sant’Ambrogio in solo accompanied by pianist Will Ransom, the Festival’s Artistic Director. 

The Rotary Club of Highlands, as the guest of HCCMF, met at the Performing Arts Center, Tuesday, July 7th and was honored to have Sara Sant’Ambrogio, Eroica’s Grammy Award Winning cellist and Will Ransom, founder and Artistic Director of the Emory Chamber Music Society of Atlanta speak about HCCMF’s season and perform Mendelssohn’s Sonata in D Major, Opus 58.

This performance for Rotary in the PAC Auditorium was exceptional as two world-recognized talents, Sara Sant’Ambrogio and William Ransom, played the Mendelssohn Sonata with a fire and passion that the composer himself would have praised. Sant’Ambrogio’s cello is world-famous, sponsored by a major corporation and predates Mendelssohn’s birth by almost a century. The cello and piano performance by two masters in the perfect sound environment of the PAC was one to be remembered.

The Eroica Trio, Susie Park, Erika Nickrenz and Sara Sant’Ambrogio typically perform as a trio and their opening of the Festival’s season in solo was a rare event. The Eroica Trio takes their name from Beethoven’s Symphony No. 3 also known as The Eroica Symphony and performs worldwide. They have received several Grammy Award nominations, released six CD’s on EMI Classic Records and often appear in concert with major orchestras.

Since becoming the Festival’s Artistic Director in 2000, Ransom has presented Highlands and Cashiers with a stellar array of chamber music concerts often augmented by him as pianist. In addition to the concerts in Cashiers on Fridays and Mondays and Highlands on Fridays and Sundays, the Festival will offer “Movies About Music” at the PAC on Tuesday evenings, the very popular “Bach at Buck’s” in a coffeehouse atmosphere, picnic-concerts by the Smoky Mountain Brass Quintet at the Zachary-Tolbert House in Cashiers and at the Kelsey-Hutchinson Park in Highlands. 

The Biava String Quartet, Bach for One – Solo works by Johann Sebastian Bach, Pictures at an Exhibition – works by Debussy and by Mussorgsky, The Vega String Quartet and at season’s end The Eroica Trio will provide a fascinating and incredible Festival season. 

HCCMF maintains a website at www.h-cmusicfestival.org and articles on HCCMF events are found in The Highlander, Highlands News and the Laurel Magazine. For ticket or other information please call HCCMF at (828) 526- 9060. 


Some advice from Will Ransom, “This season will be exceptional – so make plans now.”
