Rotary Report
by Jodie Cook

The Rotary Club of Highlands was honored to have newly installed Rotary District Governor Carol King visit Highlands and address the Club. Rotary’s year begins in July with the theme, “The Future of Rotary is in Your Hands.”

The question Rotary International’s new President, a Scotsman John Kenny, has put to District Governors is “Why are you a Rotarian? Why are the members of your clubs, Rotarians?” To approach the future, given today’s difficult times, we must know where we are today.

Afghanistan, India, Nigeria, and Pakistan are the remaining countries that are not polio free, due mainly to civil unrest. Bill Gates addressed RI’s International Assembly in January offering additional funding for PolioPlus contingent upon Rotary matching those funds. Rotary will continue the fight to eliminate polio worldwide until polio is defeated.
Access to clean water is a problem facing a quarter of the world’s population. Using a situation in Kenya, DG King explained that the women accompanied by children of a particular village will walk twelve to fifteen miles to carry clean water to the village. This daily trek becomes a substitute for school for the children and literacy for the women - keeping both adults and children prisoners of illiteracy not only in Kenya but in many areas of the world. Rotary provides funding to drill and establish wells, setting the stage to address literacy.
Ghana’s efforts toward democracy, peace and a better life for its people are in jeopardy due, in large part, to three quarters of the population not being able to read. Ghana isn’t alone in the lack of literacy undermining peace and a better life for its people. Speaking to the same assembly, Atlanta’s Ted Turner pointed out that currently there are 17 countries in the world at war and those 17 countries are, by Ghana standards, illiterate – do you see the connection? The connection between peace and literacy is apparent as is the connection between literacy and clean water. Literacy has been and continues to be a major focus of Rotary. 
Food, medical care and preventable child deaths also link with literacy and clean water as elements integral to peace.  Both at the world level and community level, at the District level and individual club level, DG King continued, Rotary’s efforts will be directed at these with an ultimate objective of peace. 

For District 7670, Highlands Rotary’s District, food packets and other aid for Haiti will be a focal point. While Highlands has seen many efforts come from Highlands to help Haiti, Haiti’s incredible poverty has been a factor in literacy, hunger and slavery – particularly selling children, which was an ABC News documentary subject in July of this year. Food packets to Haiti will be distributed through schools which will draw children to them and help make children an asset to the family and provide schooling for the child.
These are some of the reasons why DG King said she is a Rotarian. The level of challenge has increased. Referring to RI President Kenny, she concluded that if you want to leave your foot prints on the beach – don’t drag your feet as the future of Rotary is in your hands.

