Rotary Report

by Jodie Cook


Highlands Rotarian Buck Trott introduced Dr. Lee Feldman with the National Peace Foundation (NPF) to the Rotary Club of Highlands. Dr. Feldman is the Executive Director of NPF which began in 1976 with the National Peace Academy Campaign. Originally focused on urging Congress to establish a federal institute dedicated to educating leaders in peacemaking and conflict resolution, the organization’s goals evolved and in 1991 the name National Peace Foundation was adopted. 

Feldman presented the Kids 4 Peace Program, Connor’s HEART and High Integrity Policy Making to illustrate the type and scope of NPF involvement and purpose. 

Kids 4 Peace, known to Highlanders through Fr. Brian Sullivan’s efforts with this Episcopal Church program, brings Jewish and Moslem “kids” from Palestine and Gaza, to the US as a group of children of Christian, Jewish and Moslem faiths to learn each other as children. NPF has a similar program involving people under 25 from Palestine and Gaza that assemble to pursue functional peace building: get to understand people as people first. 

In 2007 a twelve year old child was found dead in Sylva, NC. This child, Connor Galloway had died from the choking game. His father, a football coach, founded Connor's H.E.A.R.T. (Help Eliminate Adolescent Risk Taking) to reduce the rising incidence of death and disability from various high-risk behaviors that had claimed his son. 


NPF is providing logistics, advice and help in fund raising and other activities to help Connor's H.E.A.R.T. improve parental access to adolescent risk taking, improve school education programs, and to change policy at the local, state and federal level to provide competent and comprehensive programs to schools, parents, and children. A goal is to establish reporting standards to make it possible for state health officials and the CDC to capture the occurrence of this type of behavior. 


High risk behavior and what drives it is at the core of an NPF sister project at national/international level to explain high risk behavior and develop a policy mandate for educational programs. France and Russia face this problem on a large scale as the choking game also called blackout, fainting game, suffocation roulette joins high risk behaviors such as car surfing and prescription drug parties as a substitute for alcohol and illegal drugs.


High Integrity Policy Making evolved from Feldman’s 1977 involvement with the US Defense Department’s problem: why so many US foreign policy programs failed. Progress toward consensus does not equate to policy success. Feldman explained this using a matrix that compared increasing social interest or the need to have policy established with a time based evolution that began with myth and dissatisfaction to the establishment of fact and then the making of policy. Feldman said the decreasing use of fact and blurring between myth and fact and the blurring between fact and policy lie at the basis of policy making failures.

The connection between hard scientific fact and public policy making has become blurred, he continued, due to a lack of scientific education of the public – particularly the methodology of scientific evaluation, the rise of specialized and effective advocacy groups dedicated to publicity and shaping policy while unattached to truth and lastly the decline of the media as an independent assessor of fact.

The NPF High Integrity Policy model looks to taking the need for policy; interfacing it with facts and then developing a policy that is the consequence, not the consensus, of the desire for policy and the facts relevant to that desire. 


For additional information on Lee Feldman’s Rotary presentation, please visit the NPF website at: www.nationalpeace.org and click on Rotary Speech Presentation.
