Rotary Report

by Jodie Cook


The Rotary Club of Highlands was honored to have Highlands author and realtor Matt Eberz return to discuss his books. Eberz, who likes to describe himself as a realtor who writes books, retired from the US Army after twenty years service and went on to invent the ADAM notification system used by the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children. His first novel, “Tenth Man” was published in 2005; followed by “Very Public Data.” His latest novel “Honor for Sale” was published this year and is set in Highlands.

The central character for this series is Major Sam Call, US Army retired. Sam is modeled on what Eberz knows: the military, the bond that unites one soldier to another and the undying strength that honor brings to the human spirit. In these historical novels Sam Call tells the story from the point of being there adding a dimension of “what would I do” to his books. 


“Tenth Man” involves two soldiers solving the same crime fifty years apart and stems from Eberz’s experience at Ft Sheridan. His character, Major Sam Call, comes across a diary and financial records at Ft. Sheridan which housed German POW’s during the last days of WWII. Ft Sheridan also processed GI’s out of the military at war’s end. Intrigued, Call’s research finds that a handful of German POW’s were processed into society under the identity of US soldiers who had died at Ft. Sheridan. The title relates to nine German POW’s unexplained graves and the mystery goes forward. 


In “Very Public Data” Sam Call becomes involved investigating computerized public records systems and comes across a string of intrigue that powers the novel. Set in Georgia, British Virgin Islands, and Washington D.C., Eberz explores the world of public records, covert organizations, and the world of personal identities - those that build them and those who exploit them. The book finds Sam Call retired from the military and in partnership with his co-investigator in “Tenth Man”.   


In the course of his novels, through central character Sam Call, Eberz brings the reader to see that soldiers are ordinary people trained to do extraordinary things at extraordinary times. Soldiers are not unique people but people who served as soldiers and, therein, developed a camaderie that can only be formed in the military. Through Sam Call we can see that the bonds, formed as soldiers, continue through honor to extend beyond the military. 

Published this year, “Honor for Sale” is set in Highlands. Buck’s Café, …on the Veranda, SweeTreats are just some of the venues for Sam Call now located in Highlands. Many of the book’s characters will be recognized as people in Highlands. 

In the search for his daughter’s killer, Sam Call brings together his comrades from “Very Public Data” and quickly establishes a military team united and motivated by this bond of honor exemplifying that camaderie among those that served is a feeling that will never be lost.


In today’s world Eberz says he can’t imagine the level of courage and commitment soldiers display in serving more than one combat tour – when the battle is over there is a sense of relief and to re-enter the conflict transcends honor.

