Rotary Report
by Jodie Cook


Highlands Mayor Don Mullen returned the favor of his fellow Rotarian, Macon County Commissioner Brian McClellan, introducing him last week to Highlands Rotary by introducing Commissioner McClellan this week to continue the State of the Town, State of the County Rotary program. 

Commissioner McClellan said the Highlands School Soccer Field with lighting for night games is drawing close to completion. Thanks were given to Jeff Weller and Hank Ross for many hours given by them to oversee the project, which will give Highlands School its own field. Work has been expedited by the cooperation between the County and the Town of Highlands with the Town furnishing assistance in several instances.


The portico and bathroom renovations at the Highlands School were completed and the re-doing of girls’ softball field is nearing completion. The Macon County Animal Shelter is complete and held its official opening this past Friday. 


A change in NC State funding has been Highway Road Funds. These have been eliminated and funds left over from the previous year for work not completed have largely been eliminated also. The State has had to re-prioritize what will be paved or re-paved in Macon County.


McClellan said the State’s efforts for a balanced budget have transferred responsibilities previously held by the State to the County level. An example of this is Delinquent Child Support. The Federal government does reimburse two-thirds of the cost, however as cases increase new DSS workers are required to be hired by the County.

The Tourist Development Committee will meet in October with County Finance to review administration costs which will likely be less than the 15% assessed. This will allow the overage to be re-directed to tourism development.


A contract has been signed to renovate areas of the Hudson Library previously used by the Bascom-Louise Gallery. This interim renovation is 75% funded by the County and 25% funded by the library. Long term plans for the Hudson Library is a County funded expansion to double its size. 

County revenues were lower this year, however the county was able to complete a budget 10% less than last year’s without raising taxes – how long this may last is another question, McClellan noted. 


The Board of Commissioners will have a workshop session in October to focus on health care plans for County employees. The County is self-insured for first $50,000 per employee with outside insurers’ coverage thereafter. A $1 million unfunded obligation for the county for health care exists and must be addressed as the 5-10 year situation would become unmanageable.

While there is not a formal arrangement between the Highlands Police Department and the Macon County Sheriff’s Department, McClellan praised the cooperation between them saying that mutual assistance between these departments is only a phone call away. The space donated by Alan Schultz on the backside of Wrights Square, modified by the donations of local builders and materials suppliers, has provided a work area for Sheriff’s Deputies to complete paperwork and reports allowing deputies to spend more time in the Highlands area. 


Federal highway funds, originally earmarked for Western North Carolina, diverted to the State Highway Fund, will likely be re-marked for WNC use. About $400,000 of stimulus money will be used to winterize homes in Macon County. A focus of the Commissioners will be stimulus money for Macon County schools.
