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At the Rotary Club of Highlands, the Highlands Chamber of Commerce Chairman Bob Kieltyka introduced the co-chairs of the Winter Business and Community Development Committee from the Highlands Chamber of Commerce. They are Jerry Moore, owner of Kilwins store in Highlands, accompanied by Realtor Pam Nellis. Moore is a native Floridian who has made his home in Highlands, and operates a year round business here. He graduated with a B.A. in Criminal Justice and earned a Masters Degree in Public Administration. He has taught school, been a probation officer and worked in the insurance industry. Pam Nellis has lived in Highlands for thirteen years. She and her Rotarian husband Bill own Nellis Communities.
To show the importance of tourism, Moore gave some statistics that show North Carolina tourism generates over 16 billion dollars in tourism revenue, and 190 thousand jobs.  Macon County alone pays 21 million dollars in payroll.

The discussion focused on the winter program to promote tourism to Highlands during the winter months.  The aim of the committee is to make Highlands a year round destination.  The summer months in Highlands are always successful but Highlands has in the past been a seasonal town, with the months of January, February and March being slow with around 9% of summer business. The idea is to build upon, and maintain the charm which makes this town special with special events and promotions. The Committee is inviting everyone to come up with ideas for promoting Highlands in the winter months. Many people don’t realize that Highlands is very accessible in the winter months and the roads are kept salted and safe in icy weather. This is a perfect get away for Atlanta residents!
Restaurants, art galleries, stores and inns are participating in special events to make Highlands welcoming in the winter months.  There will be writers and photography workshops and other events. December events include the annual Christmas Parade, after which a flatbed will be brought in as a stage for Christmas theme singing and dancing.  Santa Claus will be at the visitors’ center to hear Christmas wishes. An exciting calendar of winter events has been produced and is available at the Visitors Center, stores, restaurants and hotels in town. Please pick one up and show it to friends and family. Call the Visitors Center at 828-526-2112 for more information.
