Rotary Report
by Jodie Cook


In the spring of 2005 the Highlands Town Council approved a plan to form a more extensive greenway trail system and the Highlands Greenway Committee was formed which subsequently became the Highlands Plateau Greenway, a non-profit organization.


Rotarian Pat Taylor introduced Hillrie Quinn, President of the Board of Highlands Plateau Greenway, to the Rotary Club of Highlands to speak about activities and trail development of the Greenway trail system. 


The recent Highlands survey, Quinn began, showed the favorite things to do were hiking and walking which was good news for the Greenway because it furnishes the where to walking and hiking. 


The Greenway’s system of walking and hiking trails connect beautiful natural settings and the historic sites of Highlands in an accessible system of loops – trails that begin at a point and return to that point. Many of the loops are accessible from downtown Highlands. 


The names of many of the trails and loops are enchanting themselves: Rhododendron Trail, Big Bear Pen Trail, Mill Creek Trail, the Botanical Gardens Trails, the Kelsey Trail, Sunset Rock, the Bascom Trail and the Historic Districts of Highlands. Some of these have been existing trails and some are newly formed by Greenway but all have seen extensive planning and development using native species plants and trees as well as refurbishing and maintenance through the efforts of the Greenway.


Last year over 1800 hours of volunteer time went to trail work. Volunteer work comes from Greenway members, the Mountain Garden Club, Highlands Hiker, the Bird Barn; Highlands Falls CC donated its landscaping crew for a day and unexpected sources of labor, equipment and cleverness have helped in the construction and refurbishing of trails. The Mountain Garden Club recently funded two bridges on the trails. 


The Greenway’s Adopt-a-Trail program has seen many land holders such as the Bascom and the Biological Station adopt trails on their holding to maintain. The local Audubon Society adopted the Recreation Park loop and The Highlander adopted the Kelsey Trail.


The Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust, The Bascom, Highlands Biological Station and the Town of Highlands Historic Sites have in-town land holdings connected by the Greenway system.  


The Greenway’s work is funded by donations and grants. A membership drive is underway to facilitate grants, help with trail construction and maintenance, participate in native plant enhancements and help promote the work of Greenway. Quinn points out that there are trails waiting to be adopted. 


Quinn showed a photo tour of the Greenway just after a recent snow beginning on Sunset Rock, continuing down Sunset Trail and through the Biological Station. The tour then continued down Big Bear Pen Trail to the Kelsey Trail and ending at the Rec Park. The views and snow covered trees, bridges and mountains were dramatic and quietly beautiful.


Highlands Plateau Greenway has an excellent brochure that is available at the Chamber of Commerce, the Visitors Center as well as at many businesses. Developed by student interns, it provides an excellent map and informative description of the trails. 


The Highlands Plateau Greenway maintains a website at www.highlandsgreenway.com which highlights the history, plans and goals of the Greenway.

