Rotary Report

by Jodie Cook


Rotarian Brian McClellan introduced Pam Collins, wife of Franklin Mayor Joe Collins, to the Rotary Club of Highlands. Collins has worked in the NC educational system for 28 years of which 22 have been in Macon County.  Currently, she is the community coordinator for the New Century Scholars Program for Macon County.


New Century Scholars Program began in 1995 is a collaborative educational program among the public schools in Macon, Swain and Jackson Counties and Southwestern Community College (SCC).  The program starts with a teacher-selected 6th grade student who has academic potential and, what Collins describes, as a spark for college. In the 7th grade the student will receive coaching, report card monitoring and later in high school career counseling, college course selections at SCC leading to a 2 year or 5 semester scholarship. 


Armed with an associate degree from SCC the student would be eligible to receive a two year scholarship to Southwestern College with the objective being a bachelor’s degree. 

Collins focuses with a passion on students in middle school and high school. Her famous ‘prayer meetings’ with students and their report cards anticipate and help correct problems or difficulties through tutoring, guidance, study help and other appropriate remedy such that the student will stay on schedule with New Century Scholars. 

The student in the New Century Scholars Program is required to have 10 community volunteer work hours per year. Some students will amass a thousand hours by the time they graduate high school but almost all students substantially exceed the required number of hours. An objective of the program is a community oriented student with character, desire and respect. New Century Scholars must maintain a grade point average that shows they keep up with grades and class work.

Collins handed her presentation over to Pamela Judson, the College Access Liaison for New Century Scholars at SCC. In the Program Judson takes over where Collins leaves off and beginning in April of the student’s senior year, courses of study are laid out, classes selected and the transition from high school to SCC is well underway. The objective between Judson’s transition work and Collins’ preparatory work during the student’s junior is to have students that feel successful when they enter college.

Success in the program is demonstrated by looking at last year’s New Century Scholars who continued from SCC to SWC versus this year’s. Last year 68% of the SCC graduates continued to SWC – this year that percentage increased to 83%. The attitude toward college has changed in this community as high school students see themselves as college students.  In large part this is due to the New Century Scholar Program.


The New Century Scholars Program is funded through community donations and is tied to the cohort or class and not to individual students. The Program has various fundraisers and secures donations from civic organizations such as Highlands Rotary which has been a long time supporter of the program. 

More information may be found on this program at: www.southwesterncc/collegeaccess.

