Rotary Report

By Jodie Cook


Highlands Playhouse marked the beginning of its 72nd season with Smokey Joe’s Café on July 17th. In a tradition for many years, Rotarian George Schmitt, father of current Rotary President Paul Schmitt and long associated with Highlands Playhouse, presented Scott Allbee, President of the Playhouse Board of Directors and Joanna Baumrucker, Vice President, to Highlands Rotary as part of the preview for opening night. 

Sam Dunaway, returning for his sixth season at the Playhouse, is the Producer and Director for Smokey Joe’s Café which features the rock ‘n’ roll music of Jerry Leiber and Mike Stoller. If their names aren’t familiar some of their songs may ring a bell: “Little Egypt” “Spanish Harlem” “Charlie Brown” “Ykety Yak” “Stand By Me” “Love Potion No. 9” and “There Goes My Baby” are just some of their many hits that dominated the Billboard Top Ten in the late fifties and early sixties…and there was a song, “Hound Dog” recorded by Elvis Presley that did pretty well too.


The quartet, David Howard, Edwin Watson, Victor Jackson and Desmond Anthony formed for this Playhouse production is reminiscent of “The Coasters” and “The Drifters” who recorded many Leiber and Stoller songs. Singers Brett Parker, Mahalia Jackson, Mary Nye Bennett, Krystl Simmons and Amanda Kerridge make Smokey Joe’s Cafe a trip back to the days of AM radio in your daddy’s or maybe your granddaddy’s ’59 Chevy.

Highlanders will recognize daMon Goff and Jay Ware in the band as Playhouse regulars.

The songs performed at Rotary, ”Young Blood” (you’d better leave my daughter alone), “Ruby Baby” “Falling” (in love with you) and “Poison Ivy” were a tempting preview of Smokey Joe’s Café. 

Smokey Joe’s Café will run through July 3rd and is followed by Sylvia, a comedy about a dog and the couple that adopts her, will run from July 8th to July 18th. The Andrews Brothers, featuring the big band music of the forties and goofy shenanigans will debut July 22nd and run to August 8th. The season finale will be the comedy Lettice & Lovage debuting August 12th and ending August 22nd. 

For ticket information please vi sit the Highlands Playhouse website at: www.highlandsplayhouse.org or call (828) 526-2695.

