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The new Rotary year has begun – the gavel has been passed from outgoing President Paul Schmitt to President Jodie Cook, as the Rotary Club of Highlands celebrates 65 years of worldwide service.  This year’s Rotary International Banner is ‘Building Communities – Bridging Continents.’
Incoming District Governor Ed Walcoff addressed the club and spoke about the difference Rotary has made in the world, calling Rotary, “a shining beacon for the world.” 

Walcoff is a graduate of the University of Tennessee, and earned a master’s degree in Business Administration from Strassford University. He has been a member of the Rotary Club of Asheville West for more than 20 years, serving in many positions including Club President.  At the Rotary district level he has been elected as Assistant Governor, Rotary Volunteer Chair, World Community Chair and GSE Committee Co-Chair. He is the owner of W Associates Inc., an insurance and financial planning company.
Walcoff discussed the main areas of Rotary’s strategic plans, which are focused on conflict prevention and resolution, maternal and child health, prevention and treatment of disease and literacy.
Walcott mentioned some well known Rotarians who have made a difference in the world, such as President Jimmy Carter, Adlai Stevenson, and Dr Chares Mayo, founder of the Mayo Clinic. An important mention was made of Rotarian Col. Sanders which probably explains why so many clubs serve fried chicken for lunch.

Walcoff quoted George Bernard Shaw, “The harder I work, the more I live,” which epitomizes the work of Rotarians.  Rotary is a perfect opportunity to help others, in the town, the community and the world.  Walcoff mentioned many areas that Rotary has made a difference, such as the fight against Polio, claiming the war is 99% won, and will be completed. From 125 countries with cases of Polio in 1985, only four remain with the disease. “We will finish what we started, to see this through.” he said.
Among the international  projects Rotary has undertaken, Walcoff focused on the ‘Clean Water’ project which is helping people obtain safe drinking water and good sanitation; he shared some personal experiences of seeing the value of the ‘Wheelchair Foundation’ which has made a tremendous difference in people’s lives.  Continuing this year is the “Stop Hunger Now” opportunity in which Rotarians package meals to help starving people around the world.  
Walcott mentioned the ‘Honor Air’ project, which takes World War 11 veterans to visit the war 11 Memorial in Washington. “This is one way that Rotary can honor these veterans’ service to the country,” he said.  Plans are underway for the next flight on October 16. 
Rotary continues to expand and see what it can do best.  There is much more to be done, and Rotary will do its best.
