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Airports, both commercial and private, are a multi-financial factor nationally.  Of 72 airport facilities in NC, 11 are commercial.  The balance is private and called fixed base operators (FBO).  It wasn’t until 2002 that our more local FBO, Macon County Airport Authority, began to develop a vision and plan for the facility.  The Macon County Airport Authority established a Board of Directors to develop the airport in Franklin.  The goals were to (1) get a new terminal, (2) improve taxiways, tarmac, and airport infrastructure, (3) obtain grants from Raleigh, and (4) extend the current 4,400 ft of runway length to 5,000 ft.  This latter goal involved cooperation and consent for land reclamation from the Cherokee -- Eastern, Western, and Organ bands.
To date, the Macon County Airport Authority has obtained a grant for taxiway and apron improvement and the runway length has been extended to 5,000 ft.  More corporate aircraft can use the facility with this longer runway.
A budget of $40,000 comes from the county.  Additional income comes from airport use. Sixty percent of the airport’s use is directly related to Highlands.

In addition to their current goals, the Macon County Airport Authority recognizes a need for more hangar space.  There are airplanes sitting in places like Florida that could be parked here if there were space, which would, of course, bring in more revenue.
All in all the Macon County Airport Authority is improving the facility for more and more clients.

